
Clan Gordon, one of the most influential clans
in the history of Scotland, draws it's name
from "Gor Dun" (Celtic for "great hill fort") in
their original territory of Berwickshire in the
borders of Scotland. The family settled in this
area early in the twelfth century on the lands
which were granted to them by King David 1
and retained estates there for three centuries.
At the beginning of the fourteenth century the

Clan supported King Robert the Bruce in the War of
Independence against the English and Sir Adam de Gordon was
the ambassador who conveyed the famous 1320 Declaration of
Independence to the Pope. For this and other services King
Robert granted him the forfeited lands of the Cummings at
Strathbogie in Aberdeenshire and the Clan moved northwards to
their new territory. The Crest is a bucks head out of a coronet and
the motto is "Bydand" - (Remaining) From the time of their move
to the North the Clan steadily increased their lands and power. By
the next century, like the Campbells in the West, they ruled much
of the North with a great deal of independence, their Chief being
known as "The Cock of the North" In 1447 Alexander, the Clan
Chief, was created Earl of Huntly and the Clan's influence spread
out further from their main stronghold of Huntly Castle.

Always a warrior Clan within a very warlike nation, the Gordons
were involved in most of Scotland's conflicts - and more than a
few of their own! As a result of their vigorous involvements, many
of the Chiefs died in battle or lost their heads on the execution
block. Nor were the Gordon women to be taken lightly.

In 1550, the Chief of the Macintosh Clan, their main rival and
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enemy, visited Huntly Castle. When the Gordon Chief's wife
berated him, he jokingly put his neck upon the kitchen chopping
block, declaring that he was now at her mercy, whereupon she
snatched up a cleaver and neatly beheaded him. Gordon military
tradition continued with the formation in 1794 of the Gordon
Highlanders regiment, which has served Britain with such
distinction ever since. General Gordon, added to this tradition
when he took part in the small British force that destroyed a large
Chinese army and occupied Peking. He was later killed at
Khartoum. Perhaps more outstanding was Patrick Gordon who left
Scotland to become a mercenary, joined the Russian army in
1661 and rose to the rank of general, rear admiral, and chief
military adviser to Tsar Peter 1.

Although the Clan is now spread throughout the world, the ties of
blood remain. In the words of the old Gaelic proverb, "Remember
the People from whence you came".
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